Instead, the subject content of the item to be indexed is broken down into its major concepts, and single words, called 419.
craft," he omits the fact that there would be a Uniterm card for longitudinal. He also overlooks the statement which we have made over and over again, to the effect that coordination is always carried out between two terms, and that the results of the first coordination are then carried over to a coordination with a third term, etc. The attempt to coordinate four terms at once indicates a lack of familiarity with the theory and practice of narrowing a search.
7)
We have always recognized the burden of posting and have continued research on this subject.
We have been able so far to describe partially ten different methods of posting.
The best of these methods makes it possible to post a Uniterm index two or three times as rapidly as filing in a standard catalog, and we mean here total time and not unit time. We have published reports which indicate that Uniterm indexing reduces the time required for subject analysis of material from 200 to 300%.
Our methods of posting also reduce catalog maintenance by the same dramatic percentage. 8) On the matter of whether it is too early to release the system, we can only say that this is a decision made by the agencies for whom we work. Mr. Randall has based his judgment on 45 cards. We have already indexed over 20,000 documents using the Uniterm System.
We have also published two Uniterm indexes in book form.
It would seem that judgment on the Uniterm System or its practicality should be based on an example of more than 45 cards. to the problem include the possibility of greater cooperation in acquisition and use of materials, the possibility of more funds from specific research contracts, and the possibility of more efficient use of staff.
